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The status quo of the supply of safe
drinking water for rural areas in
China
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The Chinese government has attached great importance to the supply of safe drinking water in rural areas
over the years and proceeded with the task by including it in the national development plan. Since 2000, the
Ministry of Water Resources has been compiling five-year plans for the supply of safe drinking water for
China’s rural areas. The plans list the objectives, key tasks, engineering projects under plan and measures to
be taken. The objectives and tasks have been divided on an annual basis and been allocated to local
governments to ensure the responsibilities are fulfilled by governments at all levels. Every five years since
2000, county governments are required to compile a new five-year plan for safe drinking water supply iIn
China’s rural areas. The progress of the engineering projects mentioned in the plans will be checked
regularly and be included in relevant assessment, so that the plans can be implemented smoothly.
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With years of efforts, China’s rural areas have seen significant
achievements in the supply of safe drinking water in China’s rural areas.
First, problems related to drinking water safety in China’s rural
areas have been completely solved. In 2009, China achieved a United
Nations Millennium Development Goal of “halving the number of
people without access to safe drinking water”, 6 years ahead of schedule.
By the end of 2020, China has won the battle of drinking water safety in = WL
rural areas, which has been evidenced by the fact that drinking water o 2\
containing excessive amount of fluoride and brackish water can no ) -
longer be seen in rural areas, farmers and herdsmen are getting water W B F R ES

from water pipes rather than water buckets, and rural residents now have Reduce the intergenerational

access to “safe drinking water”, not just “drinking water”. transmission of dental fluorosis 5
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Second, a complete engineering system has taken
shape. By the end of 2021, 827 water supply
engineering projects have been conducted in China’s
rural areas, benefiting a total of 900million residents
In rural areas and permanent residents in urban areas
below the county-level. 84% of the populations in
rural areas now have access to tap water (The figure
IS based on tap water-to-household projects covering
more than 100 residents per , and projects covering
less than 100 residents are not included.)
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Third, management and maintenance methods continue to be
Improved. In terms of drinking water safety management in rural areas, the g1 g»
“responsibilities for government at three levels”(the primary responsibility f
for local people’s governments, the responsibility of industry supervision
for county-level administrative departments for water resources, and the
responsibility of operation for water supply organizations) and “rules in 7 ﬂ ’
three aspects” (institutes, regulations and budgets for the operation of :* .~
management of water supply engineering projects in county-level rural
areas) have been fully established and played their roles. An overall pricing ==

and fee collection has been conducted for 560 thousand centralized water

supply projects for rural areas, each of which covers over 100 people,

which boosts the regular operation of the projects.
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Fourth, ethnic unity has been greatly strengthened with
social harmony and stability having been maintained.
Governments at all levels have invested more capital in
ethnic-minority areas and provided more support for the
water supply for these areas. Our people are able to use
washing machines, flush toilets and solar water heaters after
getting access to tap water. Additionally, the courtyard
economy has bloomed as well, living conditions in rural
areas have improved, and people are getting more satisfied
with the experience of using water.
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Policies aiming to ensure the supply
of safe drinking water for rural
areas in China
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Central-level capital has been inclined to the western and K "‘/p N 2,
central parts of China, especially to special groups and & \%

disadvantaged groups. Preliminary statistics show that,
during 2000 to 2021, water supply engineering projects in
rural China attracted the investment of 563 billion RMB,
220.8 billion RMB of which was central capital, accounting |

for 39% of the total investment.

10
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In recent years, capital from governments at all levels have been fully used as a
guide. Together with policy banks, we have introduced a series of financial
policies iIncluding loan extension, lending rate reduction and lowering the
requirement for project capitals. These policies allow us to back the water
supply engineering projects in rural areas and attract social capitals to be
engaged in the construction and management of water supply projects in rural
projects. Water supply engineering projects in rural China attracted the ¢
investment of 88.1 billion RMB from January 2022 to October 2022, among
which governments at all levels contributed 54.1billion RMB, accounting for

61.4% of the total investment, while 34 billion RMB were from bank loans,

social capitals and other resources, accounting for 38.6% of the total investment.
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Land use: land use in rural areas has been included in the master
plan of land use at national levet;‘approval procedures have been
streamlined; land use forwater supply projects in rural areas has
been prioritized.

Electricity use? electricity used for water supply projects in rural
areas Is-eharged based on residential electricity rates or the rates for
agriculture irrigation and drainage, which helps to reduce the cost
of water supply by 15% to 30% for water lifting and irrigation
projects.

Tax: We have waived or reduced taxes on water bill revenue
gained from supplying water for farmer households.
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We have accelerated the procedure of the pricing and charging of
all centralized water supply projects for rural areas. Additionally,
maintenance funds for water supply projects for rural areas are
Included in central government subsidies. Furthermore, we provide
adequate subsidies for projects where revenues fail to cover water
supply costs due to the small scale of water supply, the small
amount of population that the projects cover, high costs of
operation and water bills. All these measures have advanced the
regular operation of the projects and created an enabling
environment that attracts banks to issue their loans and social s
entities to make investments. 13
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Water supply projects for rural areas have been conducted under
the scheme of “organized by the central government, taken
charge by province-level governments and implemented by city
and  county-level governments”. Before 2020, the
Implementation of the scheme has been included in the “Two
Assurances and Three Guarantees” assessment for the battle
against poverty. After 2021, it has been included in the
assessment of cementing poverty alleviation achievements and
rural rejuvenation. Meanwhile, as one of the most strict part of
water resource assessments conducted by the central government
to local governments, it could force local bodies to fulfill their
responsibilities and ensure works be carried out smoothly.

1122
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The outlook for the supply
of safe drinking water for
rural areas in China
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Take measures to support the water supply for rural areas based on
modernization with Chinese characteristics to advance rural-urban integration,
as well as overall rural rejuvenation and development. 4
> First, to carry out stable water source engineering projects. We plan t0 s T SR
use large and medium-sized reservoirs, water diversion and transfer projects, g (
and key projects of the national water network as the water resources for >
water supply for rural areas. A batch of small reservoirs will be built as well
to further ensure the sufficiency of water resources. Solving the problem
from its root, these measures are meant to better ensure the water supply for
rural areas and help these areas to better defend against drought.
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» Second, to boost water supply on a large scale.
Following the principle of “establishing large sized
projects, integrating middle sized projects and reducing
small sized projects”, we are extending water supply
pipes and networks to rural areas. In this regard, we
decided to establish a batch of large sized projects
aiming to supply water over 1,000 tons per day or
serving over 10,000 people per day, expand the projects
to make them cover more rural populations and reduce
dispersive small sized water supplying projects.
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» Third, to reinforce the management and maintenance of the engineering
projects. Measures will be taken to propel the unified management of
county-level water supply engineering projects, and to operate large sized
water supply engineering projects in ways of operating businesses and with g
professional management. In terms of small sized water supply engineering
projects, we aim to improve and perfect the team of dedicated personnels,
strengthen technical training and improve the level of professional
management and maintenance. We will establish more informationized water
supply engineering projects for rural areas and implement the projects in a
smarter way, as well as create their digital twins, in turn improving our
capability in forecast, warning, prediction and pre-arranged planning.
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» ——Our goals by 2025 include improving and perfecting water
supply engineering and management systems for rural areas,
moderately enhancing water supply standards for rural areas,
optimizing the engineering layout of water supply for rural areas,
achieving an 88% coverage of tap water in rural areas, achieving
a 60% coverage of large sized water supply engineering projects
for rural populations and achieving a steady improvement in the
stability of water supply for rural areas.

» Achieve the goal of “By 2030, achieve universal and equitable
access to safe and affordable drinking water for all.” put forward
by the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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» ——0ur goals by 2035 include continuing
to improve water supply facilities in rural & =
areas, improving the level of operation, [Re=
management and maintenance, basically BRES
achieving the goal of supplying water in a ==
modernized way for rural areas, making . S
water supply provide firmer support for &\ \
rural rejuvenation, and bringing people o
more sense of gain, happiness and security. i







